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Our Mission 

To grow and share our               
relationship with God through 

Christ Jesus 
 

Our Vision 

Reflecting the love of God in 
Christ Jesus through welcome, 

worship, and works 
 

Our Core Values 

Welcoming 
Accepting 

Caring 
Loving 

 

Our Bedrock Beliefs 

Loving God &  
Loving our Neighbor 
No Creed but Christ 

Communion Open to All 
 

Our Staff 

 
 

Mari W. Smallshaw,  
              Handbell Director 
 

Melinda Floyd, Secretary  
             tcc@tccdoc.org 
 

Dale Maddox, Custodian 
 
 

 

Office Hours 

 Monday: 8:30am-12pm 
 Tuesday: 8:30am-11am 
 Thursday: 8:30am-1:30pm 
 Friday: 8:30am-12:30pm 
 

Contact Information 

 434-525-2167 (office) 
 tcc@tccdoc.org (office) 
 
   

 A word from the Former Interim pastor! 

Dear TCC family, 

 

I write these words on my last day in the office. The place is pretty bare: all that 

will leave with me tomorrow morning when I drop in to turn in my keys is my 

little bonsai plant that has managed to live quite well in the window since 

sometime last fall. Books are gone, the desk is almost clear, the drawers are 

empty of anything that was mine.  

Yet, there is a fullness as I write: a heart full of love, of hope, of good wishes for 

each and all of you.  

Renae and I have spoken fondly of our time here over the past few weeks, as 

we have packed things and stored them to be put in the car this afternoon 

(Thursday, October 29) and in the morning. We have shed a tear or two here 

and there, counted days up until a few days ago (when it suddenly became 

quite real), and mostly realized what a blessing it has been to be here, with y’all. 

It has not been an easy time, but it has not been a horrible time, either. We 

seem at the moment to be able to see mostly the good times we have had here. 

I will always think of this time not in terms of the pandemic or of the occasional 

problems that arose, but of the love and faith of this congregation, and of your 

patience and love for Renae and for me. 

God does not create the same way that the Campbell Soup Company does. I 

dare say that if you did a chemical analysis of most canned soups by any 

particular company, you would find amazing similarities from can to can. Each 

soup would probably taste exactly the same.  But God does not create us to be 

exactly like the person next to us. We are each unique, with a uniqueness that is 

not replicated (Bishop Desmond Tutu). Even though we happen to share some 

similarities, with eyes, nose, mouth, ears, etc., there exists within each of us a 

certain one-of-a-kind attribute that makes us, well, us – me, you. 

Timberlake Christian Church is exactly that: itself! Within these walls are 

conservatives and liberals, fundamentalists, evangelicals, progressives; those 

who see the Church as a club, and those who see it as a more unusual 

conglomeration of people. Who’s right? Who’s wrong? Is there only one way to 

be? If so, why did God bother with all the variety? 

 

Cont’d on page 2 



 

jamie 

The following people 
have been on our  

prayer list since the 
last newsletter:   

 
 
 

Garry Garner; 
Wanda Garner; 

Debbie Hammond; 
Pat Hill 

Joe Jennings; 
Bernie Miller; 

Kim Miller; 
Hazel Palmer;  

Elizabeth Pankey; 
Ed Parrish; 
Gary Payne 

Janet Reynolds; 
Mike Srougi; 

 
Danny, Kim and Libby 
Brooks, Joyce Snead’s 

son in law, daughter and 
granddaughter;  

Mari, Joe Lindsoe’s 
 sister; 

Brian Miles, friend of 
Richard and Denise 

Jones; and 
Beckey Truxell, Kent 

Truxell’s mother; 
 

Louise Leech; and 
Robert Graham, Sr,  

father of Greg Graham 

Our Sympathy is     
extended to the      

families of: 

 

I’ve been writing this week on the topic of “I Believe.” What I believe most 

of all is that we all must keep our eyes upon Jesus, our teacher, our exam-

ple, our Lord. With all the enmity that exists in society, the Church has got 

to be faithful only to one thing: our Savior. Nothing else matters except 

that we lead by the example of love, not fear or hatred. Whatever may be 

happening in the world by the time you read these words, just remember 

who you are and Whose you are. If that is not first and foremost in our 

lives, then nothing else matters, and the world we have known well may 

fall down around our ears. 

But even if it does: God is still with us. God’s love lasts forever. God holds 

each of us in the highest esteem, and the best we can offer is to hold one 

another in the highest esteem – through the love of Jesus. 

May the peace of God, which goes beyond our ability to understand it, 

keep your hearts and minds in Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

Cont’d from page 1 

Update from The Search Committee 

 
The Committee continues during these challenging times to screen              

Candidates  as their papers are made available to us. In the last 12 months I 

have done initial interviews with approximately 20 Candidates with the     

Committee interviewing approximately 8 of the 20. The Candidate pool as you 

could imagine has been drastically reduced since the pandemic hit. We have  

a great interest in a Candidate after two interviews that has chosen to sit tight 

for now due to Covid, death of a family member and adoption of a child      

saying that they may reconsider things after the first of the year. We are     

expecting papers on another Candidate any day that is requesting an           

interview with TCC (interesting). The Committee continues to be patient and 

(as lynn says) not willing to settle. We know God has a big plan for us. 

Meanwhile on the Interim front how blessed we have been having Jamie and 

Renae be with us for 14 months (especially during the pandemic). We will be 

having Stephanie McClemore (Chaplin at UL… Lynchburg College) and Bill 

Spangler Dunning (our Regional Minister) scheduled to be with us over the 

next 5 Sundays. I have had two good calls with a retired local Minister that is 

interested in being our Interim when his present Interim ends (expecting mid 

December to first of the year).  

A special thanks to all (Elders, The Board, All Committees, Ann Hicks, Melinda, 

etc. etc.) as we carry out the Mission of TCC. I truly feel that TCC has been and 

will continue to be strengthened from our Transition phase and the             

pandemic. We will be stronger Disciples when things return to normal and we 

begin the next Chapter of Timberlake Christian Church.  

Ken BeCraft 



 

 

 

Worship 

Volunteers Needed 
 For the 9:00 AM service we need  Worship Leaders 

 1.  Begin the service with a brief prayer immediately following the two 

  "prelude" songs. 

 2.  Do the welcome and announcements  

 3.   Do a short devotional based on the scripture for the day. Once you 

  sign up, we will send you the scripture on Wednesday. 

 4. Do the final prayer, the "benediction" or blessing after communion. 

  We usually stand for this when I do it, so have everyone stand, then 

  do the  prayer - whatever you would like. 

 

For the 11:00 AM service  we need scripture readers.    

 

Call or email Melinda to sign up.  Thank you!  

Scheduled Ministers for November 

 

Nov. 1—Reverend Stephanie McLemore  

Nov. 8—Reverend Stephanie McLemore 

Nov. 15– Reverend Bill Dunn    

Nov. 22– Reverend Stephanie McLemore 

Nov. 29– Reverence Stephanie McLemore 

9:00am & 11:00am  

Remember to call to reserve seating for       

worship service. Seating is limited. 

 

Mask are required to be worn . 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting 

November 22nd @ 12:10 pm  (directly after the 11:00 worship service) 

Items on the agenda are the proposed 2021 Budget and the 2021 proposed nominees.   

We plan to social distance during the congregational meeting and everyone must wear a mask.  We plan to have the 
meeting in the sanctuary and if the capacity seating limit is met there, we will have overflow seating in the  
fellowship hall. Please call to let us know if you plan to attend the meeting. 
 
If you wish to “Zoom” into the meeting using your computer or mobile phone, there will be a link emailed out closer to 
11/22 that will allow folks to participate electronically. 
 
If you are unable to attend please send in your signed proxy vote prior to 11/22/20 
 

You should have received a copy of the budget and nominees in the mail along with a proxy ballot sheet.   

If you have not received your copy please contact the church office.   Thank you.  



 

Photos for the Church Directory 
 
Still need to have your photo taken for the  directory?  
Mike Gogan will be available in between church services and right after the 11:00am service to take 
photos.  If you are unable to come to church for a  photo session, call or email Melinda.  Mike said 
that he can make arrangements to come and take photos.   You can also email  a  photo to the 
church office  and we will put it in the directory for you. 

“BE NOT AFRAID” 
 

Are you thinking that this world has become a scary place?  Me too!  We look at the horrific fires out west, the hurricanes 

with their winds and devastating floods, the unexpected impact and fear brought on by covid-19, and THEN we see an 

election that no matter who wins, half the nation will say, “Yea!” and half will say, “We’re doomed!” So many families 

are truly struggling economically, physically, mentally and even spiritually because of all that is going on at one time.   

Jamie chose a song this past Sunday, “Be Not Afraid” that has been one of my favorite songs for years because I have had 

to lean on its message from Isaiah 43 time and again:  “Do not fear for I have redeemed you.  I have called you by your 

name; you are mine.  I will be with you when you pass through the waters; and when you pass through the rivers, they 

will not overwhelm you….when you walk through the fire, the flame will not burn you.  For I the LORD [am] your God, 

the Holy One of Israel and your Savior…Do not fear for I am with you….”   Scripture tells us over 130 times to                   

“Be Not Afraid”, “Do Not Fear”.  For me that is easier said than done. When I am worried or concerned, it has helped me 

to go to God’s Word and read how He has encouraged the poor, the rich, the weak, the powerful, the religious and those 

who are not sure what they believe.  Our nation, our states, our cities and towns, our churches, our families –our whole 

way of life has been impacted by circumstances beyond our comprehension.  Fortunately, we have a God who encourages 

all of us to stop looking at the circumstances and to look at Him, the one who created the heavens and the earth and     

remember all the ways He has helped us in the past.  He encourages us to remember that He created us and knows our 

name and He loves us.   

I thought it might be a good idea to look at some of those encouraging “Be Not Afraid” Scriptures and see how they are 

still valid today and how they still implore us to keep our eyes on the power, love and faithfulness of our LORD and      

Savior and how he desires us to respond to him.  So after consulting with Jamie and Teresa, the elders’ chairperson,     

starting on Nov. 2nd I will be doing a short series of devotions (except Sunday, following Jamie’s example).  Hopefully, 

we can be encouraged together by remembering who our precious LORD is and who we are to Him.  

 

Love and Shalom,  

Jean Gleason 
  



 

October 20, 2020 

Dear Church Family, 

 

We hope this finds everyone doing well during these stressful times. 

 

During our September Board meeting, we had a very lengthy conversation regarding the future  

financial needs of our church. The Board has identified four areas that need updating/repairing in  

order for our church to continue to run smoothly; Technology, HVAC systems; Lawn Mower; and Sanctuary 

Windows.  

 

Technology- In our last Capital Campaign, the technology equipment in the main sanctuary was  

included in order that we can provide live services through Facebook Live and YouTube. Who  

knew at that time we would be relying on it so soon due to COVID! Now we would like to upgrade the system 

in the Fellowship Hall so the 9:00 AM service can also be streamed and the office 

computers/equipment need to be linked by a server that would allow staff members to work from home if 

needed. It would back-up all of their work at the end of each day, reducing the possibility that we would ever 

“lose” the financial and general workings of the church. 

 

HVAC- We currently have 7 heat pumps that maintain the comfortable temperatures throughout the church. 

We had one heat pump replaced this past summer and another one had some repairs done to it so it will run 

for a while longer. These units are all approximately 12-15 years old. Unfortunately, we never know when the 

others will need to be repaired or be replaced! We would like to have the money on hand should another one 

stop working rather than having to raise money on short notice to fix it.   

 

Lawn Mower- Carol Amiss and his volunteers have ensured that the property is being maintained and looking 

beautiful as others drive by. The lawn mower we use is on its “last leg”. We are at the end of the grass-cutting 

season, but next year we may need to purchase a new mower. 

 

Sanctuary Windows- The windows in the Sanctuary are beginning to show their age by losing caulking around 

many of the panes. We need to restore them to help keep the cold air out and the warm air in, or the cool air 

in and the hot air out!   

 

When you add up all of the items above it comes to approximately $70,000. With the pandemic, the Board 

feels a Capital Campaign is not something we want to tackle right now. What we would like to do is encourage 

our members to give a little extra, marked as “Property Special Fund”, as you can, then when any of these 

items come up, we would have the financial support to provide for any of these items.  

 

Please pray for the financial needs of Timberlake Christian Church. If you have any questions, please contact a 

Board Member.  

 

Sincerely, 

John Hicks 

Board Chairman 



 

Dear TCC family, 

 

Thank you for the kind love gift that you gave us on our last 

Sunday, and for the special notes of thanks that many of you 

shared for during worship as well as the private messages 

many of you sent. I had been so busy the week before with 

writing my last sermon, doing daily devotions, and trying to 

anticipate what might be needed by the Elders and other 

church leaders in the next few weeks that I didn’t even think 

about being   recognized beyond maybe a kind “thank you” 

from someone or other during the services. 

Instead, we received this unexpected check and all those 

nice messages. I appreciate especially your  remembering 

Renae as well as me: this has been an experience for her as 

well, and she has made friends along the way as well, and 

had her own form of ministry among those of you who have 

used her devotional books. 

We will always remember you with kindness and gratitude 

for making this time – our time together with you serving 

God in the church called Timberlake Christian Church – one 

that we will remember and cherish. 

 

May God bless you all, 

Blessings, Peace, and Love, 

Jamie and Renae Brame 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you for bonus I received in September,   I was so shocked at 

receiving this unexpected gift.    I love working at TCC and everyone 

here.  It is truly a pleasure being here.    

  

Sincerely,  

Melinda 

 

 

From  
Melinda, Ann , Mari and Dale 

 

Gateway 

TCC providing  

 Gateway dinner on 

Nov. 16th 

 

Meal: “Fun Food”  which  

can be  beef hot dogs, 

hamburgers, tacos, corned 

dogs, burritos, or                     

enchiladas 



 

November Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:00am Worship  

11:00 Worship  

2 3 4 
TCC Ringers  

5 6 7 

8 
9:00am Worship  

11:00 Worship  

9 
 

 

 

10 11 
Board of Directors 

Mtg   6:30pm 

12 
Constitution  

Review Committee 

Mtg   6:00 pm 

13 14 

15 
9:00am Worship  

11:00 Worship  

 

16 
Gateway 

17 18 
 

19 

Constitution  

Review Committee 

Mtg   6:00pm 

20 21 

22 
9:00am Worship 

11:00 Worship  

12:10 Congregational 

           Meeting 

23 24 25 26 Thanksgiving 

Office Closed 

 

 

27 28 

29 
9:00am Worship 

11:00 Worship  

 

30 31     

2 Pat & Walker Hill (1951) 

3 Kevin & Pat Wagemaker (1973) 

15 Mike & Kristi Mays (1997) 

21 Joe & Betty Lindsoe (1971) 

1 Mark Johnson 

1 Paul Johnson 

1 Karla Jones 

3 James Lacy 

3 Barb Franz 

7 Bill Graham 

7 Shawn May 

10 Tim Johnson 

11 Joyce Snead 

11 Janet Reynolds 

14 Carole Calle 

14 Libbie Staton 

14 Gary Reynolds 

14 Jean Gleason 

16 Bob Mooty 

17 Paul Childress 

17 Richard Jones 

18 Junior Kendrick 

19 Pat Hill 

19 Kelsey Jones 

19 Anna Samples 

22 Jacob Cassidy 

23 Blaklee Shepherd 

25 Joseph Everhart 

29 Edith England 

29 Pat Wagemaker 



 

Timberlake Christian Church 

20261 Lynchburg Hwy 

Lynchburg, VA 24502 
 

Phone: 434.525.2167 

www.tccdoc.org  

www.facebook.com/tccdoc 

Miracle Jars 

 
The month of  November 
will be collecting for  
Campbell County Social 
Services  Christmas 
Baskets.  
 

Lectionary Readings for November 
1-         Joshua  3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7,33-37;                                      
 1Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12  
8-  Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 ; Psalm 78:1-7; 1 Thessalonians 
 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13 
15- Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11;  
 Matthew 25:14-30 
22- Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; 
 Matthew 25:31-46 
29- Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7,17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; 
  Mark  13:24-37 


